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MEDIA RELEASE

Public Service Board Denies Permit for 2.0 MW Solar Project in Bennington

Montpelier, VT - Today, the Vermont Public Service Board denied a request for a

certificate of public good, pursuant to 30 V.S.A. $ 248, that would have authorizedthe construction

and operation of a 2.0 MV/ solar electric generation facility at 500 Apple Hill Road in Bennington,

Vermont. The Project was proposed by Chelsea Solar LLC for a site northeast of the interchange of

US Route 7 and VT Route 279.

The Board found that the Project would unduly interfere with the orderly development of the

region and would have an undue, adverse impact on aesthetics. In denying the petition, the Board

relied primarily on language in the Bennington Town Plan that sets four specific standards for

development at the proposed site. In its Order, the Board concluded that:

The Project violates three of four specific requirements in the Town Plan for development in the
Rural Conservation District. First, Chelsea Solar is not proposing a limited residential
development. Second, while Chelsea has developed an extensive visual screening plan, the Project
would remain visible on a hillside above the Vermont Vy'elcome Center. And third, the Project calls
for clear-cutting 10.6 acres of a densely forested and undeveloped 27-aqe parcel. These proposed
actions would violate this clear, written community standard in the Town Plan, and we therefore
conclude that the Project fails the Quechee test.

To read the Board's decision, see pages (49-63) in the Order at:

http:/þsb.vermont.gov/sites/psb/files/orders/2016/February 18302%20FinalYo2}Order.pdf
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